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The above are the times of birth of the children of M r . 
John Lowry deceas 4 . taken off the Family Bible by Moses 
Robertson. 

Eliz. City September 16th. 1794 Cap". Moses Robertson 
came before me, and maid Oath, that the above List was taken 
from the Family Register of John Lowry dec 4 . & that it was 
a true Coppy, given under my hand the above Year of date — 
William Moore. 



CARTER GENEALOGY. 
(Continued from page 103.) 

By Dr. Jos. Lyon Miller. 

59. George* Carter (William, 3 Edward, 2 Thomas 1 ) was 
living in Lancaster in 1783, the head of a family of six white 
souls and seven black. 

61. Jesse 4 Carter (Thomas, 3 Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ) arrived 
at legal age prior to March 10, 1748, when the Lancaster 
Court settled with him for his share of his father and grand- 
father's estates. Since the publication of my notes on the 
father and grandfather of Jesse Carter, I have learned through 
the Pittsylvania descendants the maiden names of their wives. 
Capt. Thomas Carter, Jr., married Arabella Williamson in 
1690, and his son, Thomas Carter (III), married Joana Mil- 
ler about 1722-23. Her parents are said to have lived in 
Maryland, but there was a Miller family in Lancaster. Joana 
Miller Carter died about two years after her husband, and 
May 3, 1737, Mr. Thomas James was appointed the guardian 
of Jesse and Thomas Carter, orphans of Thomas Carter. De- 
cember 8, 1749, "Jesse Carter, of the Parish of Christ Church, 
Lancaster, Schoolmaster," sold to James Gordon, Gent., a hun- 
dred and twenty-five acres of land on Corotoman River ad- 
joining land of Thomas Carter, which descended to him from 
his grandfather, Capt. Thomas Carter. Jesse Carter is said 
to have married (I) about 1750 Susan Saterwhite, who bore 
him a son and two daughters; and (II) Mary Chattin prior 
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to December 6, 1760, when she joined him in a deed 
to William Griggs for their home place in Lancaster. 
Jesse Carter then removed his family to Cumberland county 
where they lived until about 1780-81, when they removed to 
Pittsylvania. The census of 1782 shows that he was living 
in Pittsylvania county with ten whites and seventeen servants 
in his family. In 1785 he purchased thirteen hundred acres 
of land lying on both sides of Bannister River, and settled on 
it for the remainder of his life. He built a fine house and 
called the place "Oaklands." It is now owned by his great- 
grandson, Jesse Lawson Carter. (See illustration.) Jesse 
Carter made his will November 30, 1805, prob. December Ii, 
181 1. He left a fine lot of property in land and negroes to 
his wife, Mary Carter, and eight children, half of whom he 
had provided with their shares before his death. Son Joseph 
received the home, 852 acres of land around it, and six negroes. 
Jesse and Mary Carter had issue: 

187. Thomas C.(hattin?) Carter, died in 1820. 

188. Sarah, married Jeduthan Carter (No. 80). 

189. Peggy, married Samuel Thompson and had sons Jesse 
and Samuel, Jr. 

190. Joseph Carter, died in 1838, at "Oaklands." 

191. Frances, married James Hopkins. 

192. Polly, married James Hopkins after her sister's death. 

193. Jesse Carter, removed to Caswell county, N. C, died 
in 1815. 

194. John Carter, of "Sandy River," Pittsylvania county. 

62. Thomas* Carter (Thomas, 3 Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ), born 
in Lancaster county, November 27, 1734, died at his home,, 
"Green Rock," Pittsylvania county, July 15, 1817. July 10, 
1764, he was married to Winifred Hobson in Cumberland 
county, Va. She was the eldest daughter of Adcock and Joana 
Lawson Hobson, was born July 15, 1745, and died December 
3, 1831. Adock Hobson * was a descendant of Thomas Hob- 

1 Adcock and Joana Lawson Hobson lived in Northumberland 
County for the first ten years after their marriage on July 30th, 1741,. 
and they had the following children born before they removed to Cum- 
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son, clerk of Northumberland county from 1664 to 1716. Joana 
Hobson was the daughter of John Lawson 2 of Richmond 

After their marriage, Thomas and Winifred Carter settled 
in Cumberland county, where in 1782 there were ten white 
members of the family and seven servants. July 31, 1783, he 
purchased 467 acres of land not far from his brother, Jesse 
Carter, in Pittsylvania, and removed his family to that county. 

On this place, known locally as "Green Rock," he built in 
1787 a fine house for those days, a part of which is yet stand- 
ing. (See illustration.) Here the old folks spent the re- 

berland County: John, b. Oct. 31, 1742; Winifred, b. July 15, 1745; 
Thomas, b. June 11, 1746; William, b. Sept. 7, 1748: Caleb, b. July 
I3> I7SI — this is the last child of Adcock Hobson's whose birth is re- 
corded in the St. Stephen's Parish Register. 

2 John Lawson's will, probated in Richmond County, Feb. 2, 1761, 
names the following children : Christopher, Elizabeth Barber, Joana 
Hobson, (wife of Adcock Hobson), Catharine White, (wife of Col. 
John Lawson White), Lucy Lawson, (married later George Booker). 
Son Christopher and son-in-law Adcock Hobson executors. Like the 
Hobsons and Carters the Whites and Bookers removed to southern 
Virginia where they have many descendants of considerable prominence. 
John Lawson of Richmond County was probably a son of Rowland 
Lawson (III) whose will probated in Lancaster County, Jan. 17, 1717, 
names wife Jane and children Rowland, Thomas, John, Anthony, 
Sarah, Joana, and Elizabeth. This Rowland Lawson was a son of 
Rowland (II) who was a Justice of Lancaster in 1684, and whose will 
probated Sept. 7, 1706, names sons Henry, John and Rowland. Row- 
land Lawson (II) was a son of Rowland Lawson, Sr., who emigrated 
to Va. with wife Lettice prior to 1637 (Head rights). He was a Jus- 
tice of Lancaster, 1652-1655; and his will probated May 8, 1661, names 
wife Lettice, and children Rowland, Jr., Elizabeth, John, Henry, — all 
but Rowland were minors in 1668. Lancaster deeds show that Row- 
land Lawson, Sr., had brothers Richard and Epaphroditus, who also left 
descendants in Lancaster. Rowland Lawson, Jr.'s will in 1706, bears 
a seal showing arms — a chevron between three martlets. Burke gives 
the arms of Lawson, of Brough Hall, Yorkshire, and of Lawson, 
(Baronets) of Longherst and Cramblington Co., Northumberland, 
England, as — Arg. a chevron between three martlets sable. For 
further history of the Lawson family see the interesting notes of 
Mr. Stanard in Vol. IV. Virginia Magazine. 
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mainder of their days. In 1797, 1798 and 1802 Thomas Carter 
had grants for 1,193 acres more land in Pittsylvania. 

I have been given great assistance in collecting data of the 
descendants of Jesse and Thomas Carter by a great-great- 
granddaughter of Thomas — Mrs. N. E. Clements, Chatham, 
Va. She tells an interesting story of her great-great-grand- 
mother as follows: "Winifred Hobson Carter became con- 
verted to Methodism while living in Cumberland, and when 
they moved to Pittsylvania there were no Methodist churches 
up there. As she knew Bishop Asbury, she wrote to him to 
come to her house in his journeyings North and South. At 
his coming she notified the people in the surrounding country, 
and quite a number of them gathered at her home to hear the 
Bishop preach. In order to be able to address the whole 
crowd, he called for something to stand on, and the most con- 
venient thing at the moment was one of Thomas's liquor cases. 
They are stoutly built, covered with leather and lined with 
velvet, and are now owned by Mr. Scott Carter, of Chatham, 
Va. Well the Bishop preached on the case, and Thomas after- 
ward teased his wife so much about it that before another 
visit from the Bishop she had a small pulpit built, which af- 
terward always stood in her parlor." Later Thomas Carter 
gave a tract of land called the "Bold Spring" place for the 
erection of the first Methodist church in Pittsylvania. Thomas 
Carter made his will September 16, 1803, probated August 18, 
1817. He left a good estate to his wife and children; among 
the personal property were books, two sets of large silver 
spoons, six sets of small silver spoons, and a large set of pink 
rose china. Their family Bible, now owned by Mr. Hill Car- 
ter Linthicum, Durham, N. C, records the following children: 

195. Joana, born Aug. 15, 1766, died July, 1809. 

196. Elizabeth, born June 21, 1768, married her first cousin, 
Thomas C. Carter. 

197. Jesse, born November 30, 1770. 

198. Sarah, born February 17, 1773, died December 25, 
1805. 

199. Edward, born March 8, 1775, died September 18, 1843. 
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200. Thomas, born March 8, 1777, died October, 1852. 

201. Jeduthan, born March 22, 1779. 

202. Lawson Hobson, born June 13, 1781. 

203. Christopher Lawson, born February 7, 1784. 

204. Dale Miller, born March 17, 1786, died September 8, 
1796. 

205. Rawley Williamson, born February 8, 1788, died Oc- 
tober 18, 1847. 

63. Thomas 4 Carter (Joseph, 3 Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ), born 
May 8, 1720, was killed by accidental discharge of a gun at 
the wedding celebration of his sister, Mary Elizabeth, Christ- 
mas week, 1738. 

64. Mary Elizabeth 4 Carter (Joseph, 3 Thomas, 2 
Thomas 1 ), born December 2, 1721, married James Davis, of 
"Broadfield," Spottsylvania county, December 25, 1738. 

James Davis, born November 3, 1719, was the second son 
of Thomas Davis (b. Aug. 8, 1693, son of John and Susannah 
Wyatt (?) Davis, of Stafford), and his wife, Sarah Fielding 
(b. May 12, 1695, daughter of Edward and Hannah Fielding, 
of Northumberland county). Since the publication of my 
Fielding and Davis notes in the Virginia Magazine, Vols. XI. 
and XII., I have gathered a great deal more data from county, 
parish, and family records, and other sources, so will include 
herewith a connected sketch of the Fieldings. In my former 
notes I omitted one entire generation, and made some incorrect 
deductions. 

James Davis owned a plantation of six hundred acres of 
land on "Plentiful Run," Spotsylvania county, which he called 
"Broadfield." In 1740 he built a story and a half brick house 
with dormer windows and great inside chimneys. (See illus- 
tration.) This house was burned in October, 1789, mentioned 
in a letter written shortly afterward to Thomas Davis by his 
sister, Polly, but a quaint old pen and ink drawing made in 
1788 by James Davis' son, Thomas, who removed to Kentucky 
in that year, is yet in existence. Among the family traditions 
is one that the Davis children received most of their educa- 
tion from a tutor kept by a neighbor of the Davis's — a Captain 
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Winslow. Thomas, the younger son of James and Mary Davis, 
taught school after he settled in Kentucky, and his advertise- 
ment in the Kentucky Gazette of May 31, 1788, states that he 
was qualified to teach "Reading, writing and Arithmetic in its 
various branches, bookkeeping, surveying and Navigation, 
geography or the use of the globes, etc." Another tradition 
is that, several years before his death James Davis while rid- 
ing through the forest in a storm was struck on the head by a 
limb of a tree, knocked from his horse and dragged for some 
distance. When found he was paralyzed, and though he later 
partially recovered the use of his limbs, the accident is said to 
have hastened his death. He made his will February 16, 1765, 
probated October 1, 1765, and left to wife the home place and 
a hundred and thirty acres of land, and all furnishings and 
stock (she had received three negroes from her father) ; son 
James 200 acres and the home place after the death of wife; 
son Benjamin the remainder of his land; son John forty shil- 
lings as he had given him a hundred acres of land previously; 
daughter Elizabeth a bed and furniture and a cow and calf; 
the rest of his personalty and five negroes amounting to £203 
to be shared equally by his four younger children when they 
came of age — Mary, William, Charles and Thomas. 

October 17, 1770, John Davis, of Mecklenburg county, sold 
to brothers James and Benjamin Davis, of Spotsylvania, his 
share, by reversion, of four hundred acres of land on Plentiful 
Run "whereof their father James Davis dec'd died seized & 
possessed of"; which share was expectant in the death of his 
mother, Mary Davis, who held a life estate therein. 

James and Mary Davis had issue as follows (Bible Records) : 

206. John Fielding, born January 1, 1740, removed to 
Mecklenburg in 1766. 

207. James C.(arterP), born March 5, 1741, died in 1792 
in Spotsylvania. 

208. Benjamin, born January 10, 1743, died in 1791 in 
Spotsylvania. 

209. Elizabeth, born February 22, 1745. 

210. Snead, born May 16, 1748, died prior to 1765. 



William and Mary Quarterly 241 

211. William Dale, born August 28, 1750. 

212. Mary, born May 24, 1753, died unmarried after 1792. 

213. Felix, born April 27, 1755, died prior to 1765. 

214. Charles, born October 22, 1758, living in 1794. 

215. Thomas W(yat?), born November 30, 1761, died No- 
vember 8, 1839, Woodford county, Ky. 

Portraits of James and Mary Davis were reproduced in the 
July, 1909, Quarterly. 

66. John 4 Carter (Joseph, 3 Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ), born 
June 8, 1725, died after 1793 in Orange county. January 4, 
1 77 1, John Carter had a deed from his mother, Catharine Car- 
ter, for her dower in 215 acres of land where his father, 
Joseph Carter, dec'd, had lived. April 24, 1780, Joseph Rogers, 
of Culpeper, sold to John Carter, Gent., of Spotsylvania, 188 
acres and improvements in Orange county, to which he re- 
moved his family, as in the census of 1782, John Carter, of 
Orange, was the head of a family of sixteen whites and thirty 
servants. February 25, 1785, Robert Thomas sold to John Car- 
ter, of Orange, 455 acres, buildings and other improvements 
for £230. March 25, 1785, John Carter and wife Susannah, 
of Orange, sold to William Coats, of Spotsylvania, 165 acres 
in Spotsylvania, a part of a tract purchased by the said John 
Carter's father, Joseph Carter, from Robert Goodloe ; and April 
1st they sold an adjoining 60 acres to Meredith Anderson. 
Both these deeds are witnessed by Beverly and William Wins- 
low, who are said to have been cousins of the Carters. April 
3, 1787, John Carter, of Orange, released to his son-in-law, 
David Lively, of Spotsylvania, his title to a negro servant. 
June 20, same year, John and Susannah sold 13 acres of their 
plantation to Joseph Bell. This is the last appearance of Su- 
sannah Carter's signature to her husband's deeds. February 
21, 1791, he purchased 41 acres adjoining his land from Rich- 
ard Moore Thomas, of Woodford county, Ky., but then in 
Orange county, witnessed by Joseph and Priscilla Carter ; and 
January 28, 1793, he sold the place where he then lived — 276 
acres at a pound per acre to Roger and Henry Bell. Also 
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on same date 104 acres to Adam Quisenberry; and April 22, 
1793, appears for the last time in the records when he pur- 
chased a 200 acre plantation from Joseph May and wife Jane. 
John and Susannah Carter evidently had a large family as 
shown by the census, unless they had grandchildren living with 
them, but I have the names of but three of their children : 

216. John, Jr., born September 21, 1757, died in Spotsyl- 
vania, June 20, 1808. 

217. Joseph, living in Orange in 1815, and 1817, when he 
and wife, Polly, made deeds for land had from his father, 
John Carter. 

218. Priscilla, unmarried in 1791. 

219. , a daughter who married David Lively, 

of Spotsylvania. 

John Carter, Sr., and John Carter, Jr., both served as pri- 
vates in the Virginia troops in the Revolution. 

67. George 4 Carter (Joseph, 3 Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ), born 
December 18, 1728, probably married and settled in Caroline 
county, as July 27, 1789, George Carter, of Caroline, bought 
from Richard Thomas, of Orange, 145 acres adjoining land of 
John Carter in Orange; and February 27, 1797, George Poteet, 
Francis Pollutt, and Henry Goodloe, of Spotsylvania, Admrs. 
of George Carter, dec'd, sold the above 145 acres to Roger 
and William Bell. 

71. Robert 4 Carter (Joseph, 3 Thomas, 2 Thomas 1 ), 
born August 22, 1735, does not appear in the Spotsyl- 
vania records after the settlement of his father's estate 
in 1750, and probably was the Robert Carter, who emigrated 
from Virginia to South Carolina about 1752. The great-great- 
grandsons of this Robert Carter — Mr. Frank Rhodes, Web- 
ster Groves, Mo., and Mr. Benjamin Carter, Washington, 
D. C. — have furnished me with the following data: Robert 
Carter, born in Virginia circa 1 733- 1736, settled in Sumpter 
county, Camden District, South Carolina, about 1752, where 
he married Margaret Brunson, daughter of William Brunson, 
Sr. He was a member of the Provincial Congress at Charles- 
ton in 1775 ; and made his will December 28, 1791, in which he 
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named the following children: James, born about 1755; Ben- 
jamin, born 1757; William, born 1759; Daniel, born November 
27, 1761 ; Margaret Alexander, and Susan Storry. James 
married and left two daughters; Benjamin died unmarried. 
He was a Captain in the North Carolina Line in the Revo- 
lution, for which he received a grant of 5,000 acres of land 
in Williamson county, Tenn. He was a member of the So- 
ciety of Cincinnati. William, married and left a son, John 
Carter, who attained some distinction as a lawyer at Camden 
and later at Charleston, and was a member of Congress from 
South Carolina. Daniel (born 1761, died in 1834) was a 
lieutenant of Cavalry in the Revolution. He purchased a 
part of his brother's Tennessee land to which he removed his 
family about 1800. July 2, 1782, he married Sarah Conyers 
in South Carolina, and had issue: James Rutherford, Robert 
William, Daniel, Dr. Benjamin, John Conyers, Isaac, Alexan- 
der, Milton, Anderson, Margaret, Mary Eliza married a Smith, 
Agnes Caroline and Susannah Amelia. Dr. Benjamin Carter, 
born June 14, 1792, in South Carolina, died in 1865 in Pulaski, 
Tenn. He had issue : Elizabeth, married Robert Rodes ; Cor- 
nelia, married Dr. Jacob Epperson; Mary Margaret, married 
Robert H. Watkins, and an only son, Benjamin F., born 1829, 
still living in Pulaski. He was a major on the staff of Gen- 
eral John C. Brown, C. S. A. He has two daughters and two 
sons, John Rivers Carter, a civil engineer, now postmaster 
at Birmingham, Ala., and Benjamin, Jr., an attorney at law, 
Washington, D. C. 

FIELDING EXCURSUS. 

The earliest ancestor of the Northumberland County, Virginia 
Fieldings of whom we have record was Rev. Roger Fielden, or Field- 
ing, an Episcopal clergyman at Horton, Gloucestershire, England, in 
the early part of the 17th century. He was probably a member of the 
ancient family of Fielding, of "Newham Paddox," Warrickshire, as 
his sons and grandsons used the Hapsburg seal of this family, and 
Roger, Edward, and William were baptismal names in both families. 
Original records show that he had issue as follows : 

Dr. Robert, born 1620, died after 1693, of Gloucester, England. 

Richard, a merchant, of Bristol Eng., died in 1667. 



